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f IN ORDER TO QUICKLY FURNISH INFORMATION REQUIRED BY 

• * 

YOUR JCS 02433, I AM REPLYING TO YOUR QUESTIONS PIECEMEAL. 
THIS RELATES TO THE PURELY MILITARY AREA REFERRED TO IN 
. PARA TWO OF YOUR MESSAGE. 

QUESTION A: WHAT MILITARY AND OTHER OBJECTIVES ARE 

i 

ADDITIONAL FORCES DESIGNED TO ADVANCE? 

o ANSWER: ( 1 ) DEFEAT AND EVICT FROM SVN THE 

•0 NEW NVA UNITS NOW PRESENT IN WESTERN QUANG TRT AND CENTRAL 

" . TKUA THIEN PROVINCES, TO INCLUDE THE ASHAU VALLEY AND BASE 
AREAS 131 AND 114. 

(2) MAINTAIN POSITIVE GOVERNMENTAL AND MILITARY CONTROL 
OVR QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN PROVINCES, PARTICULARLY THE 
r POPULOUS AREAS OF THE COASTAL LOWLANDS AND THE DMZ AREA. 

' BE PREPARED TO BLOCK OR INTERDICT THE iNFILTRr.xION/INVASION 

• ROUTES FROM NVN THROUGH LAOS. 

• # 

(30 DESTROY VC/NVA MAIN FORCE UNITS AND BASE AREAS IN 
The REMAINDER OF I CORPS AMD IN THE NORTHEASTERN COASTAL 
AMD NORTHWESTERN LAOS BORDER AREAS OF II CORPS. 

.(4) REDUCE THE "CALCULATED RISK" CURRENTLY ENTAILED 

• » 

- } IN OUR ECONOMY OF FORCE POSTURE IN II AMD III CORPS BY PRO- 


VIDING THE ADDED FLEXIBILITY 


CAVALRY REGIMENT. 
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^»-<5) co ndu c t a ggressive and continuing offensive cam- 
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I'PAIGNS THROUGHOUT THE COASTAL AREAS OF II CORPS AND INTO 




TRADITIONAL ENEMY BASE AREAS AND SANCTUARIES IN III CORPS 

*••.... « ^ 

'iv ALONG THE CAMBODIAN BORDER; ESPECIALLY IN WAR ZONES "C' 1 

^ ^ *«► Hi - W , *' * - * 

AND "D". RESTORE THE OFFENSIVE COMBAT AND PACIFICATION 

*■*.- 

— # '♦ % ** ' * * 

MOMENTUM LOST IN III CORPS AS A RESULT OF THE ENEMY’S TET 

O' ■■•-•■■•- ** ■•■••■• 

• OFFENSIVE AND THE REQUIREMENT TO TRANSFER THE 101ST AIRBORNE 

« 

C DIVISION (-) TO I CORPS TO STEM THE NVA INCURSION INTO QUANG TRI. 
(6) BE PREPARED FOR CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS IF 

c . : . • 

REQUIRED. 

C QUESTION BS WHAT SPECIFIC DANGERS ARE THEIR DISPATCH TO 

* i 

SVN DESIGNED TO AVOID, AND WHAT SPECIFIC GOALS WOULD THE 
^INCREMENT OF FORCE, IF RECOMMENDED BY YOU (THE COMMITTEE), 

(' - AIM TO ACHIEVE - 


IN THE NEXT 6 MONTHS? 

«r 

OVER the next year? 

C ANSWER: <1) (PREDICATED ON THE SCHEDULED DELIVERY OF 

• mm 

* * 

* 

FORCES INDICATED DURING YOUR FEB 68 VISIT.) ADDITIVE 

G 

FORCES WOULD SERVE TO FORESTALL THE DANGER OF LOCAL 

# 

C DEFEATS DUE TO THE TACTICAL DEGENERATION OR TEMPORARY 

* 

W - m 

DISORGANIZATION OF SOMZ ARVN UNITS IN THE EVENT OF AN- 
OTHER GENERAL ENEMY OFFENSIVE COUPLED WITH A MASSIVE INVASION 
•- ACROSS THE DMZ. THE NEED TO BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT OR 
■ REINFORCE ARVN UNITS THAT ARE SURPRISED BY THE NATURE 

C 

AND INTENSITY OF VC/NVA ATTACKS BECAME MANIFEST DURING 


' J) T HE ENEMY’S TET DRIVE AND MUST BE RECOGNIZED IN US TROOP 
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REQUIREMENT AND DEPLOYMENT PLANS FOR THE FORESEEABLE 


• A •>' 


JUTUREv BY’ PROVIDING A TWO DIVISION MOBILE rt SVJING FORCE” 
WHICH COULD BE POSITIONED AND EMPLOYED AS REQUIRED, THE 
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NEED TO DRAW DOWN ON FORCES DIRECTLY ENGAGED IN TERRI- 

, • 

* .*••»* , . ’ * » * ■ . • 1 
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C TORIAL SECURITY TASKS PROBABLY WOULD BE REDUCED. THUS 

. . i 

*7 . \*> • * » . • ♦ 

_ THE DANGER OF LOSING POPULAR CONFIDENCE IN AND SUPPORT 

(■.:••• • 

. FOR GVN/US CAPABILITIES, POLICIES AND ASPIRATIONS AS A 

• * ^ 

C RESULT OF TEMPORARY MILITARY OR PSYCHOLOGICAL SETBACKS 
WOULD ALSO BE DIMINISHED. 

« 

<2) PROVISION OF THE IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED ADDITIONAL 

t 

C FORCES ALSO WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO APPLY CONTINUOUS 
PRESSURE TO SOME DEGREE IN ALL CORPS AREAS AND THUS 
^REDUCE THE DANGER OF ALLOWING THE ENEMY THE OPPORTUNITY 

i TO SOLICIT SUPPORT FROM THE POPULATION AND TO REORGANIZE, 

» * 

. REFIT AND RECOUP SO THAT HE COULD SOON FIELD REJUVENATED 

• * 

UNITS, DESPITE HEAVY LOSSES SUFFERED DURING THE TET 
C OFFENSIVE. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN VIEW OF THE 

. ENEMY CAPABILITY TO MOVE ADDITIONAL DIVISIONS SOUTH THROUGH 

*■ * 

. THE PANHANDLE OR DMZ WITHOUT ANY CLEAR INTELLIGENCE 
C INDICATORS OF SUCH ACTION. (THIS MATTER IS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN 

_ TO ME) THESE FORCES WILL ALSO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO RETAIN THAT 

(_. • • . 

DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY AND RAPID RESPONSIVENESS NECESSARY 
TO COPE WITH AN APPARENT NEW ENEMY TACTIC OF SEARCHING 
FOR THIN SPOTS IN OUR FORCE STRUCTURE OR DEPLOYMENT IN 
ORDER TO LAUNCH HIS CONCENTRATED MASS ATACKS. 

(3) IN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS THE PR?S.ENCEL,pF. THE ARMORED 
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CAVALRY REGIMENT IN II OR III CORPS WOULD REDUCE THE DEGREE 


OF CALCULATED RISK INHERENT IN THE ECONOMY OF FORCE 


■\ * > 


POSTURE IN THOSE AREAS, PROVIDE ADDED .TERRITORIAL SECURITY 

..... 

^ 1 AND FURTHER THE GOAL OF PROVIDING ADDED COMBAT FLEXIBILITY. 

1 ... ADDITION OF ANOTHER MARINE REGIMENT AND ITS DIVISION HEAD- 

QUARTERS IN I CORPS WOULD THICKEN TROOP DENSITY IN CRITICAL 
( : I CTZ, ADD TO COMBAT FLEXIBILITY AND IMPROVE COMMAND AND 
CONTROL CAPABILITIES IN THAT CRITICAL AREA. 

f . 

v. • 

<45 OVER THE NEXT YEAR THE INCREMENT OF FORCE WOULD 
C MAKE IT POSSISLE TO: 


r 


A. MOVE PROGRESSIVELY FROM NORTH TO SOUTH WITH 
A CONTINUING SERIES OF HARD HITTING OFFENSIVE CAMPAIGNS 


Q A CONTINUING p: 

C TO INVADE BASE AREAS, INTERDICT AND DISRUPT INFILTRATION 

\ 

ROUTES, AND ELIMINATE OR EVICT VC/NVA FORCES FROM SVN. 

B. AT THE SAME TIME, THE HIGHLY MOBILE EXPLOITATION 
V FORCE (TWO DIVISIONS) WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO SPRUNT2R ENEMY 




( 


AGGRESSION OR TO EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES FOR TACTICAL SUCCESS 

ANYWHERE IN SVN WITHOUT REDUCING THE MINIMAL ESSENTIAL 

■ * 

FORCE NECESSARY TO GUARANTEE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY 
IN THOSE AREAS WHERE SUCCESSFUL MILITARY CAMPAIGNS HAVE 
ALREADY 3EEN WAGED. 

C. ADDITION OF THE NEW DIVISION IN III CORPS DURING 
. THIS TIME FRAME WOULD RE-ESTABLISH THE CAPABILITY FOR 
, CONDUCTING CONSTANT OPERATIONS IN AND AROUND^WAR ZONES 


nr*n 


C" AND "D rt AND MAKE POSSIBLE THE CONSTANT USE OF A 


DIVISION SiZ-E^-FORC'ErTH IVvGTZ 
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- WAS REMOVED WITH TRANSFER OF THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION 
TO I CORPS. IN ADDITION* COMBAT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED 

l- - “ ' 

BY THIS DIVISION WOULD PROVIDE ADDED SECURITY FOR LOC AND 
C. THE VITAL SEAT OF GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMIC CENTER OF SAIGON. 

D. WITH THE TOTAL ADDITIVE COMBAT FORCES 

” * 
p « ' * 

REQUESTED IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO DEAL WITH THE INVADER 

* 

' ' FROM THE NORTH, AND TO FACE WITH A GREATER DEGREE OF CON- 
r FIDENCE THE POTENTIAL TANK, ROCKET AND TACTICAL AIR 
THREAT AS WELL AS THE EVER PRESENT POSSIBILITY THAT HE 
C MAY REINFORCE WITH ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS OF HIS HOME ARMY. 
OTHER DATA AND ANSWERS WILL FOLLOW. 


WARM REGARDS. 
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